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Introduction 

 
 

alahian Journal of Historical Studies (VJHS) is now nearing its 20th 
issue and its tenth anniversary. This is the proper time to evaluate 
how the objectives of the strategy the journal has assumed have been 

accomplished and to establish new aims in order to transform it more and more into a 
quality international journal dedicated to the history of international relations and to 
regional developments particularly in East-Central Region Studies. It is also an 
appropriate time for bringing in new energies into the leadership of the journal 
recruited from among authors and members of the editorial board. 

One of the aims of the journal, as defined by its first editorial-in-chief, 
Professor Ion Stanciu and its deputy and successor, Prof. Silviu Miloiu, was “to 
increase the knowledge of the modern and contemporary history” and to offer 
historians an additional chance to have “their scholarly materials published and 
acknowledged by the community of fellow historians”. Moreover, we aimed at finding 
our niche within the market of scientific publications, or as we put it to “speak with a 
distinct voice”, in order to “appeal to more basic domestic and foreign sources” and 
we also realized “the compulsion to enlarge the context of our studies of the more 
recent past from the national to European and world perspective”. We wanted to 
open our publication to both senior and young historians. The themes we tackled 
revolved around political, economic, social, theoretical studies as well as international 
relations and international relations history. We wanted to include in our pages results 
of researches on both modern and contemporary history of Romania and European 
and world history. 

Indeed, throughout the nine years of existence and 19 issues of the review we 
have achieved 2599 published pages, 135 articles and 47 reviews. Among the 97 
authors who have entrusted us their contributions (articles or reviews), 39 authors are 
affiliated to foreign universities and research institutes from 15 countries: Finland (3 
institutions), France (4 institutions), FYR of Macedonia (1 institution), Georgia (1 
institution), Great Britain (2 institutions), Italy (1 institution), Latvia (1 institution), 
Mexico (1 institution), Poland (1 institution), Serbia (1 institution), Spain (3 
institutions), Turkey (2 institutions), US (4 institutions), Australia (1 institution), 
Nigeria (1 institution). A number of 39 authors are affiliated to Romanian universities 
and research institutes from Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, Constanta, Craiova, Galati, Iasi, 
Pitesti, Sibiu, Suceava, Targoviste, and Timisoara. 
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The thematic of the journal focused – although were not limited to – on East-
Central Europe seen from various perspectives and angles which makes us suggest 
that the title of the journal should recognize this reality. For instance, issues 1 and 2 of 
the journal was dedicated to Europe in-between (Where Europe ends? Europe in-between as 
an outsider or insider of the Old Continent and Mind and Matter, France and the ‘Lands between’ 
in the course of the 20th century), issues 3-4 and 5-6 to Eastern Europe (Eastern Europe as a 
Receptor and Contributor to Europeaness during the Modern Age and Eastern Europe as a frontier 
of the Old Continent), issues 7-8 and 18-19 to the Balkans (The Balkans: a space of 
convergence or conflict? The changing images of a European space and Peripheral Europe as a frontier 
of the Old Continent and The Balkans in a time of economic and ideological crisis), issue 9 to the 
Black Sea area (The Black Sea as a Bridge between Europe and Asia at the Beginning of the 21st 
Century). In fact, in order to celebrate the tenth anniversary and twentieth issue a 
collection of articles called East-Central Europe Region Studies is due to appear. 

The Romanian-Finnish relations constituted the subject of the 10th issue of 
the journal (Bridge-building between far-off European nations: Romania and Finland during the 
20th century), whereas the 11th issue paid attention to Romania’s relations with neo-
Latin countries (Under the spell of kinship: Romania and the Latin countries in the modern age). 
A special issue (the 12th) was dedicated to the 1989 revolutions twenty years later 
(Songs, velvet and blood: shapes of the 1989 revolutions). Other issues approach crucial 
contemporary developments such as issue 13 (Contemporary Europe between East and 
West), issue 14 (War, diplomacy and propaganda), issue 15 (Internal and Transborder 
Migration: Recent History and Today’s Challenges). Finally, issue 16 endeavored to inspire a 
new methodological approach to the issue of Bilateral relations between distant small 
countries. 
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VJHS has also been dedicated to gendering equality. Although only a third of 
our authors are female writers, the trend is positive in this respect and we hope that 
the new editor-in-chief of the journal, Dr. Cezar Stanciu and his editorial team will 
continue to labor in this respect. 

The journal has received ever wider international recognition, which is evident 
also from the fact that VJHS is now included in databases such as Central and Eastern 
European Online Library, Ebsco, IndexCopernicus and Ulrichs. The magazine has 
received time and again excellent assessments among the Romanian academic journals 
when evaluated by the National Research Council of the Romanian Ministry of 
Education. It is the responsibility of the new editorial college and the “Grigore 
Gafencu” Research Center for the History of International Relations and Cultural 
Studies to internationalize the review even further and ensure its wider circulation in 
libraries and research institute’s collections throughout the world. 

While expressing our gratitude to all of our authors, we also recognize the fact 
that the articles and reviews which VJHS carried in its pages are not even in terms of 
quality. Therefore, the review has strived from issue to issue to increase the quality of 
the editorial process. This, in our opinion, remains one of the primary tasks of the 
future editorial college of the journal. 

If we take into account the 1809 downloads of articles and journals from the 
Central and Eastern European Online Library, we realize that our most downloaded 
article is “Explaining Communist Nostalgia in Romania: Some Empirical Evidence” 
(72 downloads) bearing the signature of our long-term editorial secretary, Elena 
Dragomir. We express our gratitude for the entire contribution she has brought to the 
development of VJHS. Articles such as “New explanations for Romania’s detachment 
from Moscow at the beginning of the 1960s” signed by Dragomir, „`When in Rome 
do as the Romans`. Immigration in Scandinavian Right-wing Populist Programs” and 
“Cold War propaganda getting started. Soviet rhetoric in the UN Security Council 
during the Iran Crisis of 1946” by Kari Alenius, „Tradition and History as Building 
Blocks for Tourism. The Middle Ages as a Modern Tourism Attraction” by Tuomas 
Hovi, „The Debates on the Rights of Man in Britain: From the Levellers to the 
Chartists (1640s-1840s)” by Harry T. Dickinson are also to be counted among the 
biggest hits of the journal. 

All that was praiseworthy in VJHS is due to our authors but also to past and 
current members of the editorial board to which I express my deepest thanks. I hope 
that the new editor-in-chief will continue to appeal to their valuable support. We are 
also immensely grateful to all the experts who served as reviewers of our articles and 
spent valuable time reading and commenting on our manuscripts.  

When we launched the call for an issue dedicated to the Balkans and the 
dynamics of its modern developments we did not expect to receive such a large 
number of manuscripts. In the end, we decided to dedicate two issues of the journal 
to this topic and to integrate them into a single review. The issues tackled in these 
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articles deal mostly with contemporary aspects such as energy security in the Balkan 
region (Mehmet Efe Biresselioglu), extremism as an intelligence problem (Chris 
Deliso), post-communist Bulgaria’s political discourse (Rossen Vassiliev), the 
development of the Romanian civil society (Cristina Spinei). Other contributions 
approached the Balkans from a historical perspective. For instance, Stoica Lascu deals 
with the Balkan Romanianism as regarded in the firth half of the 19th century at the 
north of Danube, while Lucian Leuștean is bringing in a new interpretation of the 
formation of Little Entente and the regional cooperation within East-Central Europe 
(1920-1921). Nicoleta Ciachir looks particularly from the perspective of Bulgarian 
historiography at the start of interwar Bulgarian-Romanian relations. The post-war 
period is approached from the viewpoint of the cultural diplomacy in Romanian-
American relations which started to knock off in the aftermath of Romania’s access to 
the United Nations. Several reviews bearing the signature of Cezar Stanciu, Camelia 
Dinu, Stoica Lascu and Cornel Constantin Ilie assess the stage of recent literature and 
debates on the Balkans and its specters. Another contribution, entitled ”Finnish 
testimonies on the Romanians in 1877-1878”, synthesize the Finnish military’s notes 
of Romania at the time of its independence most recently dealt with principally by 
Professor emeritus Lauri Lindgren of the University of Turku. 

Two insightful articles approach two key ideological and political modern 
developments. Harry T. Dickinson answers the question why the Irish patriots did not 
match the American way to secure complete independence from the United 
Kingdom. Emanuel Copilaş approaches the manifold interpretations of Leninism in 
Soviet and more recently in post-Soviet Russia. 

We hope that these articles will bring their deserved contribution to the 
community of fellow researchers. 

We trust that the new editorial college of VJHS led by Dr. Cezar Stanciu will 
strengthen the quality of the journal to the benefit of its readers. As director of 
“Grigore Gafencu” Research Center for the History of International Relations and 
Cultural Studies I will continue to support the new editorial college and strive for 
enhanced relations within the troika involved in the publication of the journal: the 
research center, the Cetatea de Scaun Publishing House and the editorial college. 

 
 


