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WOMEN IN MOLDAVIAN HISTORY:

MAKING VISIBLE

Modern methods of historical science show conclusively that science can-
not dynamically develop without attracting a wider geography as an object 
of research. The thesis that science has no boundaries more than ever under-
scores the fact of the emergence of new generalizing works. It is this category 
that includes the researches of L. P. Zabolotnaia in the field of women’s his-
tory, which presents new scientific directions: social history and historical 
anthropology, gender studies, the history of everyday life and the history of 
mentalities.

The publication of the collection of articles by L. P. Zabolotnaia, which 
unites her publications from different countries of the world (Romania, Rus-
sia, Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, USA, England, Poland and Moldova), in itself 
deserves to be noted in the scientific world, as it is a logical result of the author’s 
many years of scientific and teaching activity in recent decades. Dozens of 
articles published in international scientific journals and collections are 
based on an integrated, interdisciplinary approach, a special research tool, a 
special way of interpreting and presenting documents and undoubtedly dif-
fer in scientific novelty and relevance.

One of the important advantages of the work is that L. P. Zabolotnaia 
knows many languages, which enabled her to analyse and study the originals 
of hundreds of documents from the archives of Poland, Lithuania, Russia, 
etc., which were known during the period under study in Central, Southeast 
and Eastern Europe, to involve the works of Polish, Romanian, Ukrainian, 
Russian and English-speaking researchers. About this reasoned study satu-
rated with the new material we can say with certainty that it was performed 
at the highest scientific level.

To highlight the specific features of the social situation of Moldavian 
women, L. P. Zabolotnaia based her studies on comparative analysis with the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe in the 14th–17th centuries (Romania, 
Transylvania, Russia, Poland, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Bulgaria, Ser-
bia, Byzantium), which allowed the author to identify specific features that 
are unique to Moldova and not having analogues in other countries. It should 
be noted a careful analysis of all the issues under consideration, the author’s 
ability to concentrate the reader’s attention on both general and private, indi-
vidual, special, which, in fact, comparative research allows to do.
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The collection of articles is unquestionably a complete, profound author’s 
study written according to the latest methodological requirements; it con-
tains an extensive educational component that takes into account the needs 
of modern historical knowledge and is designed for a wide range of readers 
– scientists, educators, students. The conclusions correspond to the content 
and reveal the purpose and objectives set in the study. Finally, the novelty of 
the problems of feminist history in Moldova makes the study additionally 
interesting not only for professional historians, but also for the general pub-
lic interested in the system of public relations in Central and Eastern Europe 
of the 14th–17th centuries.

I sincerely wish L. P. Zabolotnaia further success in her research and 
teaching activities, as well as new publishing projects.
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