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INTRODUCTION

Women’s history is no longer a subject for discussions about its useless-
ness, irrelevance, and especially for the non-academic approach. At present, 
women’s history as a new interdisciplinary direction has not only firmly taken 
its place in the series of fundamental research, but also reliably blended into 
the historical outline of modern discourse. The factor of expansion of historical 
research also has a fundamental importance in modern historical science. The 
new social history began to be studied not in the perspective of social move-
ments, but through the prism of historical anthropologism. The challenge, 
thrown by the women’s movement more than half a century ago, was not 
only heard, but also gave impetus to the search for new methods, approaches 
and directions. Moreover, there are practically no countries, where this sec-
tor of historical science would not take a firm scientific and methodological 
direction. Unfortunately, the Republic of Moldova has become an exception 
in this list. The topic is closed in the scientific community as “irrelevant and 
unpromising”. For many years, researchers in this field have struggled to 
establish themselves in a scientific area.

At present, the Higher Attestation Commission has approved only two 
doctoral theses on women’s history; the prospects for their defence are vague. 
There is no any scientific journal about women’s history; there are not even 
headings in scientific publications on this topic. Attempts to hold scientific 
forums on the history of women were limited to one round table2 and an inter-
national conference3. The question of teaching women’s history at schools and 
universities, the development of university courses of lectures and special-
ized programs, the training of pedagogical personnel, and so on remains an 
open question. Most often, the teaching of the course on the history of women 

2 The Round Table, “Gender Studies in Moldova” (October 15-17, 2007) was realized only 
thanks to the strong contacts of Moldovan scientists with the Russian Association of Women’s 
History Researchers and the head of this NGO uniting the scientists of different humanitarian 
fields – Professor N. L. Pushkareva.

3 After the conference, organized in June 2012, a solid scientific publication “Women’s 
factor in history. The collection of articles and documents” was issued. The authors of this 
publication are the major researchers of women’s history from 14 countries of Europe and 
Asia (Moldova, Romania, Russia, Lithuania, Belarus, Bulgaria, Serbia, Poland, Italy, France, 
Tajikistan, Georgia, Greece and Ukraine). The publication of collective work under the editor-
ship of. L. Zabolotnaia (Factorul feminin în istorie [Women’s factor in history]. The collection 
of articles and documents. Chişinău, ASM-SUM, 2012. 466 p.) adequately supplemented the 
bibliography of the works on European women’s history.
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is offered within the limits of general university courses, which have already 
been reduced in recent years.

At this stage, it is difficult to foresee what the prospects of women’s history 
in Moldova will be, but we can confidently say that the process of implemen-
tation and introduction of new historical directions is irreversible and cannot 
be stopped. This is facilitated by the internationalization and globalization of 
science. Scientists have a powerful mechanism for international cooperation: 
joint research projects, scholarships and internships allowing them to work 
in the archives and libraries of world scientific centres, scientific forums 
(conferences, seminars, and round tables), publications in prestigious aca-
demic and university editions, international schools, etc. A great role in inten-
sifying and strengthening of cooperation is played by numerous and diverse 
Internet resources, which not only promote communication, but also enrich 
colleagues with knowledge (Internet libraries, archive sites). All this allows 
the researcher (regardless of his status) not to become isolated within the 
national frameworks, but, on the contrary, to integrate into the world science. 

The main objectives and purpose of this collection of articles is to system-
atize publications on the female issue, which were published in previous 
years in various foreign issues, sometimes inaccessible, and in numerous 
collections of articles issued in Romania, Poland, Russia, Lithuania, Belarus, 
the United States, Great Britain, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Armenia and Georgia. 
The aim of the author of this consolidated edition has been and remains the 
task of scientific popularization of the topic that has firmly taken its place in 
historiography, as well as an attempt to determine the place of Moldovan 
women’s history in the study of women’s issues by the historians of the 
world, to emphasize the role and importance of the Moldovan legal system 
that determined the special status of the Moldovan women both in national 
and in European history.

Using the methods of historical anthropology in female history in particu-
lar, it is possible to reconstruct the past in a new way by changing the em-
phases, shifting the centre of gravity in research from political history, paying 
more attention to the decorative picture of the desired rather than actually 
occurred, to a history that has an anthropological dimension, to a different inter-
pretation of historical events, and to the human factor. The main task was to 
show women as the most important, if not the main actors of historical 
events. History in the human dimension will finally allow us critically appre-
hend the experience of the reconstruction of the past, accumulated in the 
world science, which allows us to avoid descriptiveness and the established 
canons about whom, what and how to write.

Studies in the field of women’s history already have their own history and 
cannot be limited to regional-national frameworks. The history of Moldovan 
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women once again demonstrates that national historiography is only a part 
of world science, and therefore studies that are closing on their own “sover-
eign” interests have no prospects and future in the integration processes of 
world science. The history of the country is not closed within the geographic 
and the national limits. Our historical heritage is largely determined by Euro-
pean civilization, and studying the history of Moldova in comparison, using 
the latest techniques and approaches of the new social history, provides a 
unique opportunity to rediscover the historical facts of the country’s history 
in the context of a changing European civilization.
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