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"The History of South-East Europe and its Relations with the Romanian 
People" (The Modern Epoch. 1789-1923) provides an investigation concerning the 
Balkan zone from the standpoint of the world history, revealing the importance of 
the Romanian people in that context. The book addresses both experts and a 
wider reading public interested in questions regarding the foundation of states in 
South-Eastern Europe. Nicolae Iorga once said: "One can speak about France 
without knowing anything else than France and her neighbors... but, in order to 
know the Romanians' history, one has to know the history of her neighbors, the 
history of the whole eastern part of Europe." 

This book is the result of .35 years of scientific and teaching work concerning 
Balkan and world history problems, related to the Romanian people. The author 
studies extensively in the Romanian and Yugoslavian archives (Belgrade, Novi 
Sad, Karlovitz, Zagreb, Liubliana, Sarajevo, Cetinge, Skopje) and for shorter 
periods in Bulgarian, Albanian and Greek archives. He also participated in 
international meetings dealing with South-East European history. 

The first chapter of the book refers to: the Romanian historiography on South-
Eastern Europe, from Dimitrie Cantemir up to our own days; the Balkan Studies 
in the South-East European countries: Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Yugoslavia, 
Turkey, with emphasis laid on the powerful centre of Albanian studies in Pristina 
(Yugoslavia) and the centre specialized in the study of Macedonian Slavs in 
Skopje (Yugoslavia); the main works in the field of Balkan research (the modern 
epoch) of the other European countries, of USA and Canada, having traditions in 
that branch. The readers are thus provided a useful work of reference, endowed 
with the bibliography of the most important works on the modern age of South-
Eastern Europe. 

The Romanians contribution has been especially revealed by this work - and 
particularly that of Dimitrie Cantemir (1673-1723), who made a scientific 
description of the Ottoman Empire, as well as the contribution of the great 
historian Nicolae Iorga (1871-1940). The latter laid the bases of Romanian 
scientific Balkan history investigation - in 1913 he founded, together with Vasile 
Prâvan and George Murgoci, the Institute for South-East European Studies. His 
activity was continued in that direction by Victor Papacostea (1900-1962) and by 
other important experts. 

The Second World War brought fundamental changes in the social life of four 
Balkan states: Albania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Romania, which became 
socialist countries. A new type of internal and external relations among these 
states, as well as events, such as the emergence of independent Cyprus in 1960, 
brought essential changes in the field of Balkan and Oriental research too. It was 
Romania's initiative to found an international organization in the branch of 
south-east European studies (Association Internationale d'Étitudes du Sud-Est 
Europeen – A.I.E.S.E.E.), seated in Bucharest (1963), as well as national 
institutes: in .Bucharest (1963), Sofia (1964), Belgrade (1966) a.o. 
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All chapters of this book comprise new problems and interpretations, or 
materials published in the Balkan states which had not yet been employed in 
Romanian historiography. Romania's role as a host and her lasting state 
structure have been fully revealed by this study. Members from various social 
categories from the whole Balkan area could find a shelter and conditions of 
labour in all Romanian provinces, some of them acquiring important fortunes. 
They fought in the Romanian armies under Stephen the Great, John the Brave, 
Michael the Brave and other princes, who opposed the Ottoman rule. Moreover, 
Romanian princes founded cultural establishments in Bulgaria, Thessaly, Serbia, 
Cyprus, Constantinopole, Mount Athos, Anatolia, Peloponnesus etc. The 
Yugoslavian scholar, Professor Radu Flora from the Belgrade University stated 
that princes Vasile Lupu and Şerban Cantacuzino wanted to - reestablish 
Byzantium, and Romanian was a language of communication from Bohemia up to 
Peloponnesus (where there are still several localities called Vlachos). The author 
quotes in his work proofs concerning the North and South-Danube Romanic 
presence: Romanian and Macedo-Romanian were spoken at the court of Ali Pasha 
of Ianina, and Pazvantoglu of Vidin spoke Romanian with the Austrian officer 
Henig. lorga also noted that many Ottoman pashas were able to communicate in 
the Romanian language with the Poles, and a Turkish commander of 
Transylvania - who was a Magyar converted to Mahommedanism - addressed the 
Saxons of Transylvania in Wallachian. Along his work, the author brings new 
arguments and details, even shifts in the point of view concerning Balkan history. 
Documents bring to the forth elements in connection with the 1848 Revolution 
(e.g. the attempt of the Romanians in Wallachia to raise the Bulgarians to 
rebellion a.o.). Other details are provided in connection with the contribution of 
Tudor Vladimirescu's participation in liberating Pleven in 1809, with the 
Romanians implied in the Hetairia (from Russian archives), with General 
Diebich's correspondence addressed to Tzar Nicholas I before the signing of the 
Adrianople Peace in 1829, as regards the Christians of South-Eastern Europe 
(with the Romanian origin of the Serbian scholar Gherasim Gheorghević, author 
of a history of Serbia written in prose and verse (1838). 

Further comments and information deal with the response to the Union of the 
Romanian Principalities in 1859, and to Alexandru loan Cuza's reforms (based on 
Yugoslavian archives) and with the activity of the Bulgarian revolutionaries on 
Romania's territory, such, as Hristo Botev (from Romanian archives) and from 
foreign documents a.o., recently published in collections of documents of Bulgaria. 
Romanian archives too provided information related to the Albanian cultural and 
political life from 1878 to 1914 (the archives of Braila and the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs). Rare documents coming from various places in the Balkans 
reveal the outline of the Oriental crisis from theoutburst of the uprising in 
Bosnia, Hercegovina and Bulgaria (1875), up to the moment when the decisions of 
the Congress of Berlin (1878) were published; they rely mostly on materials from -
Romanian, Serbian, Montenegran, Greek materials and Ottoman works already 
circulated in scientific studies. 

There are many facts provided concerning the Romanian-Greek relations 
(1879-1912), as well as the Romanian-Ottoman relations (1878-1912), Romania's 
position as against the last stage of the Oriental crisis (1878-1881), as well as the 
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smoothing down of the Serbian-Bulgarian conflict (1885) and the conclusion of the 
Peace of Bucharest (1886). 

Materials unpublished so far reveal new aspects in the development of the 
Balkan wars. The fund of the Royal house (State Archives Bucharest) comprises 
the secret stenogram of the Entente states (Japan inclusively), i.e. the meeting 
held in Paris in 1917, concerning the activization of the Balkan and Near East 
front. 

Further documents describe Romania's attaining of national unity (1 
December 1918), the foundation of the Serbian-Croatian-Slovenian kingdom (1 
December 1918), the withdrawal of the last Italian troops from Albania's territory 
(3 September 1920) and then the changes in the Ottoman Empire, up to KemaFs 
victory and the proclamation of the Republic of Turkey (1923). Kemal Pasha 
applied the stages of the French revolution to his own country's conditions, which 
not only led to the proclamation of the republic, but to a number of democratic 
transformations within that state. 

The last chapter, "The spiritual contribution of South-Eastern Europe in the 
modern epoch" closes the book. It is: not a particularly extensive chapter, because 
the respective question was in fact repeatedly alluded to along the whole work. 
The author has not emphasized the Romanians' contribution to the modern 
culture and science, because the book being addressed to a Romanian reading 
public, the latter know that quite well. The Romanian culture had a particular 
opening towards the values of the world culture - linked, as it is, to the Occidental 
Romance zone, as the famous Balkan expert Victor Papacostea noted (France, 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Central and-South America), but by the psychic, 
geographical and historical conditions, they belong to the South-East, from Cape 
Matapan to the northern Carpathians. This position between the two Europes - 
Papacostea .concluded - offered a calm atmosphere and a climate suited for 
objective dialogues implying the whole range of those peoples' spiritual life. 

Besides, the book has recorded the most important moments in the modern 
history of the South-East-European states. 
 


